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Agenda
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• Update on Public Health Guidelines
• Theme, Keynote Speakers, Featured Sessions and 

Presenters
• Call for Proposals
• Online Proposal Submission System
• Questions



Public Health and 
NERA 2021
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Where Are We Now?

Source: Vaccination data from the Connecticut Department of Public Health. 
Population data from American Community Survey 5-year estimates.
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• As of April 11, 
approximately 27.7% 
percent of Connecticut 
residents 18 and over 
have been fully 
vaccinated

• In Trumbull, 17,589 first 
doses of the vaccine 
have been administered

• That means about 49.3% 
of Trumbull's population 
has received at least one 
dose



Current Guidance in Connecticut
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• Indoor gatherings are capped at 100 
people

• Masks are still required
• Indoor spacing requirements are still 

in effect



Steps to Protect NERA Members
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• Dedicated team to monitor 
CDC and Connecticut 
Department of Public 
Health guidance

• Team has enrolled in and 
taken courses from the CDC

• Team is trained in contact 
tracing and prepared 
should anything happen



Site Visit
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• Next week, NERA’s Public 
Health team will be 
conducting a site visit 

• We will be discussing 
operational coordination 
with hotel

• Mapping out the viability of 
in-person events

• Hotel has been wonderfully 
supportive



What Does This All Mean?
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• Under current guidelines, the 
conference would be held fully 
virtual

• However, if current modelling 
holds, we expect to be able to 
host a hybrid (in person and 
virtual) conference in October

• We may be surveying membership 
again if a hybrid conference is 
possible



Summation
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• NERA will only hold a hybrid 
conference if:

• It is safe 
• AND fiscally responsible to do 

so
• AND if enough members are 

allowed to, willing, and have 
financial support to travel

• The NERA Public Health 
Team will provide separate 
guidance for in-person 
attendance.

• Members’ health and safety 
are our top priority! 



Conference Overview
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2021 Conference Theme: 
Using Data to Solve Education’s Challenges
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Every form of educational activity in this age generates valuable data readily 
available at our fingertips. Whether quantitative, qualitative, or anything in between, 
this data possesses inherent power and potential to improve teaching and learning, 
inform important instructional decisions, and to ultimately drive student success and 
substantive societal change. Technological advances have given birth to vast 
quantities of user interaction data as supplements to the more familiar test scores and 
survey measures. A new frontier of innovative possibilities in data utilization now 
exists. Successfully harnessing the deep data footprints now accessible to more people 
than ever before can create endless and invaluable opportunities for exploration by a 
collective and collaborative research community such as ours. Through effective 
design and collection, insightful analysis, and thoughtful interpretation of all this new 
information, researchers and the school community can truly partner to face and 
solve education’s challenges.
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Keynote Speakers
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Jennifer Bell-Ellwanger, President and 
CEO of Data Quality Campaign 
(Thursday 10/14)

Sarah Cohodes, Associate Professor of 
Economics and Education, Teachers 
College, Columbia University
(Wednesday 10/13)



Invited Panel – Thursday, October 14th

Perspectives on Incorporating Institutional Data 
into P-20 Infrastructure, Research, and Policy
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Moderator: Heather Kelly
University of Delaware

Panelists

Jennifer Bell-Ellwanger
Data Quality Campaign

Lynn Letukas
SAS

Kate Akers
PA State System of 
Higher Education



Invited Symposium – Date TBD
Developing Intercultural and Global Competencies 
for Teachers through Global Education 
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Chair: David Moss
University of Connecticut

Laura Baecher
Hunter College

Helen Marx
Southern Connecticut State 

University

Jon Simmons
University of Connecticut

DiscussantCurrent Presenters



Invited Workshops – Dates TBD
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Ellen Mandinach
WestEd
Culturally Relevant 

Data Literacy

Aronté Bennett
Villanova University
Allyship

Monica Erbacher, James Smith, Sergio Castro
University of Arizona

R Basics and Data Visualization

Christine Stevens, NEIT
Heather Harris, Independent Consultant

Creating a Strong Personal Brand for Your Services



Proposal Information
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Historical Context
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“Traditional” List (until 2019) 2020 List



2021 Content Strands
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Solving Educational 
Policy Challenges

Innovations in 
Quantitative 
Research Methods 
& Resources

Diversity, 
Equity, and 
Inclusion

Higher Education
Alternative
Research 
Methods

P-12 Educators 
as Researchers

Education & 
Educational 
Research 
Workforce

Miscellaneous

Global Education



Process
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• Proposals will be submitted using the online 
system as in past years

• Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all 
presenters will be allowed to present 
virtually OR in person (if we go hybrid)

• We hope this allows everyone interested to 
submit proposals



Proposal Review System 
Overview
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Schedule
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• April 13th - Call for Proposals Released 
• May

• Online Proposal System Opens
• Call for Reviewers Released
• Final Decision on Conference Format

• June 7th – Call for Proposals Closes
• August – Proposal Decisions Released
• October

• Final Papers and Presentations Due
• October 13th-15th – Conference Takes Place
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